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ABOUT ROBERTA FELDMAN, Ph.D., Assoc. AIA 

Roberta Feldman, Ph.D., Assoc. AIA, is Professor Emerita at the University of Illinois at Chicago, School of 

Architecture. As an architectural activist, researcher, and educator she is committed to democratic 

design. Feldman’s work is grounded in the conviction that high quality design is a meaningful and 

necessary component of an equitable and sustainable society. Her expertise in such work has been 

recognized nationally and internationally. 

The Purpose: 

The Roberta Feldman Architecture for Social Justice Award was established in 2020 to honor excellence 

in built projects and design programs guided by the conviction that access to high quality architecture is 

not a privilege, it is a human right. 

Architecture for Social Justice is defined by the following objectives: 

1. To engage a broader cross-section of society, especially those not typically able to access

architectural services.

2. To create innovative design solutions that address complex social and economic inequities

that impact these communities.

This annual award celebrates the commitment of designers who work on behalf of the public good while 

receiving no or below market rate compensation.  

In 2026, a monetary award of $2,500 will be given by the AIA Chicago Foundation for built projects 

and/or design programs that exemplify socially just design practices and impact. Honorable mentions 

may also be awarded without a monetary award. 

Eligibility:  

Entries may be submitted by and are limited to architecture firms, registered architects, architecture 

interns, architecture faculty and/or students who practice in or attend architecture school,and 
architecture focused non-profits in the Chicago metropolitan area: Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, 

and Will in Illinois, and Lake and Porter counties in Indiana. 

Entries are required to meet the following additional criteria: 

• Entries must have been completed within the last 5 years.

• The built projects and design programs may be anywhere in the world.

• The types of Architecture for Social Justice projects that will be honored include:

o Built projects at various scales of the environment.



o Design programs such as exhibits, research projects, websites, mentoring programs, 

advocacy projects, and other design projects that foster socially and economically 

equitable objectives. 

• Individuals and firms are permitted to re-enter built projects and programs that did not win this 

award or honorable mention in previous years. 

o A submission that has received other AIA Chicago awards is eligible to apply. 

• Any project or program that includes a jury member or a jury members' affiliation as architect, 

associate architect, consultant, or client-in any stage of the process-is ineligible and will be 

disqualified if submitted. 

• All the design team member(s), consultant(s), and partner(s), should be acknowledged in the 

entry: 

o Submitting design team member(s) and, if relevant consultants, and their affiliations 

shall be included. 

o If the work was completed as an employee under the supervision of an architect(s), 

consultant(s), or architect or firm of record, this individual(s) and/or firm(s) shall be 

noted in the submission. 

o Similarly, if a student's work is completed under their faculty's supervision, the faculty 

supervisor(s) and affiliation(s) shall be noted. 

o Key partners, for instance, organizations and individuals from the impacted community, 

funders, public agencies, and other key stakeholders shall be listed. 

o Individuals' names will be withheld from publication upon request. 

Uncompensated and undercompensated Design Fees 

While it is appreciated that all architectural and design services should be fully compensated, this award 

is intended for built projects and programs designed and implemented without conventional 

compensation, for instance, pro-bono or low-bono, or through grants from non-development funding 

sources such as foundations, universities, government arts and design agencies, and others. 

Juries & the Jury Process 

All projects will be evaluated by a jury of five individuals with full knowledge of the firms submitting 

them. Firm information will be made available to the jury, ensuring transparency and accountability. The 

jury is comprised of three (3) members of the AIA Chicago Foundation and two (2) architecture 

professionals that are not AIA Chicago Foundation board members.  

  



Evaluation 

The following impact evaluation criteria will guide jurors in their review and decisions: 

Criteria Descriptor 

Equity The contribution(s) of the built project and/or program to equitable social 

and economic consequences. 

Engagement Meaningful and inclusive community and/or other stakeholder(s)' 

participation and collaboration. 

Problem Solving Constructive strategies that leverage designer(s)' and partner(s)' assets to 

address built project and programmatic challenges such as cost constraints, 

difficult and/or conflicting objectives, political obstacles, ethical dilemmas, 

and others. 

Design Excellence High standards of design evident in-built projects and programmatic 

materials. 

Innovation Effective, new methods and/or design solutions that address socially just 

design. 

Replicability Applicability and affordability of a project or program method, and design 

to meet the needs of other design practices. 

Other Additional qualities highlighted by the applicant that are especially relevant 

to the built project and/or program submitted 

 

Awards Bestowed 

Honor Award (Highest Award) Citations of Merit (Other Finalists) 

One per submission cycle. The number of Citations of Merit awarded each 

cycle varies and is determined at the jury's 

discretion. 

 

Fees:  FREE 

  



Submission Description: 

The following sections outline the requirements for submission to the Roberta Feldman Social Justice 

Award. 

General Information 

Topic Questions 

General Info • Project Name 

• Primary Contact Name 

• Primary Contact Email 

• Primary Contact Phone 
Firm Info • Firm Name 

• Firm Address 

• Unpaid Labor Declaration 

• Code of Ethics Affirmation 

• Firm Size 

2030 
Commitment 

• Is the submitting firm an active signatory to the AIA 2030 Commitment? 

• Has your firm reported to DDX? (Required for submission) 

Indemnification 
& Release 

• By checking this box, I certify as the entrant that I have notified and 
obtained permission necessary to include all named contributors of this 
project. 

• The client/owner information may be used in accordance with AIA 
Chicago policy. 

• Indemnification Affirmation 

• Electronic Signatures & Release Forms 

 

  



Submission Texts  

Topic Question Preferred 

Voice 

Word 

Limit 

Project 

Description 

Describe the project in 100 words or less, as it relates to 

social justice. This will be used for marketing purposes. 

The description should be written in the third person 

and should not include any mention of firms, 

individuals, contractors, or consultants who contributed 

to or designed the project. 

Third 

Person 

100 

Fee Structure What was the fee structure for this project? First 

Person 

100 

Fee Structure Describe the fee structure. Include the extent/ 
equivalent billable hours in your response. 

First 

Person 

 

100 

 

Project Funding Describe the project funding and include any donated 
material sources. 

First 

Person 

100 

 

Submission 

Narrative  

 

Submit a single narrative, with a maximum of 750 
words total, addressing the following topics: 1) 
Statement of process describing needs and objectives, 
methods, and the final built project and/or program; 2) 
Impact statement providing an assessment of the 
project’s and/or program’s impacts with regards to the 
relevant evaluation criteria listed above. Whenever 
possible, evidence shall be given for assertions about 
satisfying the impact evaluation criteria. 

First 

Person 

750 

 

Letters of 

Support 

For the Roberta Feldman Architecture for Social Justice 

Award, submit up to two letters of support from the 

community and or governmental partner(s) and/or 

client(s) for the project. You must submit at least one 

letter of support with your submission.  

- - 

 

  



Submission Images or Illustrative Material 

Images should be submitted for built projects.  Illustrative materials for programs may include images, 

but also other materials such as a digital copy of a published book, a pdf of an architectural program, a 

brief video of an event (no longer than 5 minutes in length). 

Please note that for this award, images and illustrative materials must be submitted in a combination of 

two different ways: 

1. Each image or material must be submitted individually, accompanied by a title, description, credit, and 

copyright notice. 

2. Additionally, a second file containing ALL images only must be submitted as a single PDF file. The PDF file 

should not exceed 10 MB in size or 15 pages in length. Illustrative material that is not image based must 

only be submitted once as an individual file. 

When individual files, such as audio-visual materials, cannot be integrated into the PDF, both the PDF 

and the unique individual files will undergo review by the jury. However, if the content of the PDF 

duplicates that of the individual files entirely, the jury will solely assess the PDF. This process is 

implemented to facilitate the smoothest evaluation experience for the jury, enabling them to 

concentrate fully on the submitted work. 

Please note that no additional images or illustrative materials should be included in the PDF that have 

not been submitted individually. 

  



Image Requirements 
You must submit a minimum of 8 images and no more than 15.  “Images” means drawings or photos. 

• Image 1: Promotional Image, to be used by AIA Chicago for marketing purposes 

• Image 2: Site plan and floor plan as appropriate to the project, including North arrow and graphic scale, 
are required 

• Image 3 - 15: As required below: 
o One photograph showing each exposed side of the building or environment must be included. 
o Images/Drawings to show context, special considerations, and innovative design. 

Individual Image / Material Submissions Jury Image PDF 
• Collaged slides are NOT allowed. Only ONE 

image or drawing per slide. 

• Images/ illustrative materials may be edited 
to improve contrast ratio, color balance, and 
composition through cropping.  

• Images/ illustrative materials may not be 
edited to add, remove, or alter any aspect or 
element of the project including its context. 

• Images/ illustrative materials should 
represent the project as it exists in the built 
environment.  

• Collaged slides ARE allowed but are not 
required. 

• File size cannot exceed 10 MB.  

• File cannot exceed 15 pages in length. 

• “Images” means drawings or photos. No 
other illustrative materials included with the 
submission need be included here.  

• Images may be edited to improve contrast 
ratio, color balance, and composition through 
cropping.  

• Images may not be edited to add, remove, or 
alter any aspect or element of the project 
including its context. 

• Images should represent the project as it 
exists in the built environment. 

• Artistic composition must not confuse the 
jury as to the nature of the project. 

• No identifying information should be 
included anywhere in this file.  

 

Please Note:  

• Jurors will review submissions on a digital platform; therefore, legibility and pixel size should be 

considered.  

• A "Drawing" is graphic lines deployed by the Architect on one "Sheet" (or image). If that 

drawing converts to a JPEG through a single process and yields a clean and legible image for the 

jury, that is the intent of this requirement.  

• If the Drawing "Sheet" contains more than one drawing: plan and section, two plans, 

axonometric plans, etc. AND legibly conveys to jurors site context, orientation, scale, and layout 

of the project while maintaining visual clarity - that is the intent.  

• The complexity of a project may require more than one "Sheet" to legibly convey intent to 

Jury.  We suggest if drawing is legible in an 8.5" x 11" printout of the JPEG, then the drawing will 

be comprehensible to the jury.  

• Some projects need more photos, some need more drawings - but all jurors require context, 

orientation, and scale.  

Design Credit 

The intent of the awards is to honor firms and individuals responsible for the submitted designs and 



programs. AIA Chicago has always honored other team members as part of the awards process. 

However, it is critical to the integrity of the awards that the primary actor receives the primary credit. 

Entering the competition is an acknowledgement that the submitting firm is responsible for the 

submitted design. This must be the case, or the entry is not eligible for consideration. 

The architect or firm of record, associated architects, project team, consultants, general contractor, and 

client must be identified on submission forms. Client names will be withheld from publication on 

request. Submissions from architects working as an employee or consultant to a firm must include a 

release from a principal of that firm acknowledging that the submitting architect had primary design 

responsibility and that project credits are correct. 

Photo Release 

Provide photo credit information when uploading images. Detailed instructions on how to input photo 

credits and captions are in the 'Images' tab. DO NOT INSERT CREDITS OR CAPTIONS ONTO THE IMAGE. 

Credits should be listed as they would appear in print and online. Note that by uploading images, 

entrants confirm that your firm has prior licensing approval to use the images and allow AIA Chicago to 

display them for promotional and marketing purposes with proper attribution. 

Indemnification 

AIA Chicago is not able to independently verify the information and claims made by entrants in their 

submittal and thus, AIA Chicago assumes all members will follow the national AIA Code of Ethics and 

Professional Standards. As such, entrants shall indemnify AIA Chicago from any liability for erroneous 

information or content within the submittal. As noted above, entrants shall assume sole responsibility 

for design and photo credits and copyrights that allow the Chapter to award, represent and promote 

projects and designers selected by the juries. 

Notification 
The AIA Chicago office will notify winners following the final jury deliberations. Non-winners will be 

notified by email prior to Designight.  No public announcement of any awards will be made by AIA 

Chicago prior to the awards presentation at Designight. Winners are kindly asked not to make their own 

announcements prior to Designight.  

Questions 

• Contact membervoices@aiachicago.org. 

mailto:membervoices@aiachicago.org



