Type/Genre-Muharraq
Creative & Political Preservation
Practices in Bahrain

The Pearling Path project in Muharraq, Bahrain was initiated
in 2011 with an ambitious goal: attract former residents with new
buildings and rigorously preserve the old and original. This was
antithetical to projects in other Gulf cities, which grew in height,
restricted access to the ocean', and left historic sites (UNESCO-listed
and otherwise) to deteriorate. This research is about preservation
practices as advocacy for public space and resistance to commercial
appropriation.

This research documents how protected sites are carefully
renovated, how new buildings incorporate historic typologies? or
genres®, and identify political motivations in emerging preservation
practices. There are 6 (and counting) identifiable preservation
strategies to inform an organized study: material, site, form, utility,
technique, and ornament. This information can be organized
effectively with a diagrammatic tool called the “iconographic
transect,” which arranges items according to their resemblance to
their original icon. Using the two systems will produce a matrix of
strategies as they relate to the original element being preserved.

The images produced will be graphic, simple to follow,
and informative. Other forms of research will include detail
drawings, and research methods inspired by Atelier Bow Wow’s Pet
Architecture and Ed Ruscha’s Every Building on the Sunset Strip.

The work I value doing most is motivated by expanding
on the knowledge provided by local and disciplinary context and
history. I have found that preservation and creative design aren’t
mutually exclusive; even the most imaginative projects that I have
created operate in a localized discourse. This research in Muharraq
will broaden my perspective on preservation’s creative and political
potential, and allow me to refine my research techniques.

I also hope to contribute this research to architectural
journals (including Fresh Meat, which will focus its next issue on
material matters), and share the work with the AIA-Chicago and
hopefully future students.
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Pearling Pathway Entry (old and new)

Ed Ruscha’s Every Building on th Sunset Strip
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Atelier Bow-Wow’s Pet Architecture

1. Interview with Noura Al Sayeh Holtrop in Kinfolk
2019.

2. Rossi, “Architecture of the City”

3. Val Warke, “Type-Silence-Genre”



Research Itinerary

Chicago, Illinois

W1: Establish Contacts
Contact the following people for interviews and further guidance:

Zehra Ahmed (research advisor)
Alexander Eisenschmidt (UIC professor and author of The Good Metropolis)
Kat Vlahos (preservation research at the University of Colorado—Denver)
Noura Al Sayeh Holtrop (Architect and Head of Architectural Affairs at the Bahrain
Authority for Culture and Antiquities)
Anne Holtrop (Architects involved in preservation and new buildings)
Bahrain National Museum
Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities
Dr. Manal Khalaf (Assistant Professor at the University of Bahrain’s Architecture
Department)

W2, W3, W4: Research
Study history of Bahrain
Compile Precedents and existing text on Middle East architecture.
Study history with research advisor (Zehra Ahmed)
Prepare for take-off (COVID tests, packing, etc.)
Confirm tour schedules

Muharraq, Bahrain

WS: Icons (preservation)
Travel day (12 December 2022)
Organized Tours
Study UNESCO preserved sites in Muharraq (listed) (photography, drawings, mapping)
Study UNESCO preserved sites in Southern Bahrain (photography, drawings, mapping)
Begin Interviews

W6: New Buildings (genre)
Study New Sites on Muharraq (listed) (photography, drawings, mapping)
Tours with architects
Travel home (29 December 2022)

Chicago, Illinois

W7, W8, W9: Synthesis
Create drawings
Edit Photos (collage, color corrections, etc.)
Matrix diagram, linework drawings, mapping

W10: Compilation & essay(s)
Transcribe interviews
Organize work into book format
Organize work for presentation

‘W11: Presentation
Print Book
Present work to AIA-Chicago
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Preserved Projects

@ Siyadi House

@ Al Nukhida House

@ Yousef A. ‘Fakhro House

@ Siyadi Shops

@ Murad Majlis

ONCNONONO

Fakhro House @ Bu Maher Fort

Al Alawi House @ House of Majlis of Sheikh Ibrahim
Al-Jalahma House @ Beit Sheikh Bin Ali Al Khalifa
Badr Ghulum House

Al-Ghus House
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New Projects

Dar Al Jinaa and Dar Al Riffa

Archeologies of Green Pavilion

Pearling Path Visitor Center (Olgiati)

House of Architectural Heritage

Al-Khalifiyah Library



Research Budget

Airfare

AirBnB

Uber/Taxi

International
Phone Plan

Food

Adapters

Printing

Digital Camera
Visa

Medical Insurance

Tours & Museums

Total

$1100

$1980

$680

$100

$255

$30

$75

$300

$80

$250

$300

$5150

Luftansa Economy (Chicago -
Bahrain round-trip)

Airbnb (17 nights at $102/night +
fees)

(17 days at $40/day average)
Verizon

2.5 meals/day x 17 days at $6/meal
average'

2 plugs at $15/plug?

5 books with perfect binding?
Used camera for detail photos*

Student Visa®
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1. From Numbeo.com
2. From Amazon.com
3. From Printivity
4. From eBay.com
5. From NPRA.gov.bh





