Emerging Landscape Practices:
Architecture and Ecological Urbanism in Thilisi

I will travel to Thilisi, the capital of the Republic of Georgia, to study the emergence of a landscape
discipline in the context of international development and post-Soviet land use. Using a former Soviet
military installation (fig 1,2) as a site of inquiry, I will work with Georgian architecture students from
the Thilisi State Academy of Arts and the Georgian Technical University to study urban peripheries
and waterways (fig 3,4), military brownfield redevelopment, and the construction of cultural land-
scapes. My research, which will include site documentation and collection of oral narratives from
neighbors, will directly support the development of a curriculum designed to introduce architecture

students to the complexities of landscape.

This research will be in the midst of (and help to inform) the development of the practice of landscape
architecture in Georgia. Working with architecture students, rather than horticultural or agricultural
students as is sometimes common, will provide insight into the future of both professions. The chal-
lenges of the twenty-first century demand ecologically sound and site-specific design solutions achiev-
able only by the integration of the architecture and landscape disciplines. The need for landscape
architects in Georgia is particularly acute--pressures on public land coupled with challenging topogra-

phy call for trained landscape professionals to provide design and planning services.

This is a rare opportunity to participate in and contribute to the emergence of a professional discipline.
I strongly believe in the necessity of landscape frameworks for the practice of architecture, and advo-
cate for the promotion of landscape programs and curriculum at all educational levels. In Georgia, it
will be architects and architecture students who will be leading the development of a distinct landscape
discipline. Participating in this process will yield valuable insights on the integration of landscape and
architecture education that I will be able to apply to programs in the United States as an educator and

architect.

While in Thilisi I will be embedded in the Isthmus Group, a landscape design and planning studio
currently providing the only post-professional training of local architects in the specifics of landscape
architecture practice. Isthmus Group has relationships with a wide range of scholars, activists, and
officials, and will be key to my understanding of the city. The training program I will help to develop is
a project of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and Development
Alternatives Incorporated (DAI), with academic and commercial partners in the Republic of Georgia.
Upon my return to Chicago I will develop a website containing selected media, including experimental

course modules, and an exhibition of the investigation at IIT.



Travel
$1,300 (round trip, Chicago to Tbilisi)
$300 (car rental for 7 days to nearby health landscapes)

Living
$1,000 (3 months rent)
$960 (food $8 dollars avg per day)

Equipment
$500 (camera, audio recorder)

$150 (educational supplies)

Exhibition
$300 (model supplies)
$600 (prints 20@$30)
$100 (installation materials)

Translation services
$350

Website
$100 (2-year web hosting fee)

Total
$5660



June

July

August

22 May: travel to Thbilisi
24-31 May: Orientation/training at Isthmus Group

Develop workshops
Interview residents of Didube-Chugureti
1-21 June: document Kukiiskhevi and Chuguretiskhevi river valleys

22 June - 4 July: follow up on out-of-town sites OR continue documentation

Conduct workshops
Work with trainees to develop landscape skills
5-30 July: assist workshops with USAID/DAI partners

Assist transition to training program
2-7 August: document student work
8-20 August: document arsenal site
22 August: Return to US

September

26 August - 6 September: produce report and supporting documents
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