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Sample form, not for o�ine completion.
Visit https://aiachicago.awardsplatform.com to enter.

Architecture L

AIA Chicago | Design Excellence Awards 2023
AIA Chicago’s Design Excellence Awards honor the outstanding work of AIA Chicago members and their firms, reinforce the
value of great architecture, and highlight members’ contributions in designing equitable and sustainable places and spaces.
Design Excellence Awards celebrate design excellence regardless of budget, size, style, or type, and recognize the range of
outstanding work by AIA Chicago and AIA architects and their positive contributions to our communities.

Award Levels

Honor Award

This is the highest possible honor, which recognizes projects that exemplify excellence in architectural design on all levels and
exemplify the highest standards to with AIA members aspire. Unanimous approval by the jurors is required. At least one
Honor Award will be given for each of the Project Categories.

Citation of Merit

Granted to projects which display a high standard of architectural quality and design, as deemed unanimously or by a
consensus of jury members. The number of Citation of Merit awards is given at the discretion of the jury.

Decarbonization Award 2023

Firms have the option of also submitting their project for the Decarbonization Award. To be considered for the
Decarbonization Award, entrants must already be submitting a project in the Architecture or Interiors categories. No extra fee
is required. This award requires additional information and data.

A project may be awarded both an Honor Award or Citation of Merit as well as the special Decarbonization Award.

https://aiachicago.awardsplatform.com/
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People’s Choice Awards 2023

Firms have the option of including their submitted project for consideration in the new People’s Choice Awards. Sponsored in
partnership with the Chicago Architecture Center, this award is optional and will be judged separately by the public.

A separate jury of non-architects will curate a short list of projects from submitted entrants who have elected to participate.
This short list will be advertised to the public for citizen voting. Categories and selection are at the discretion of the special jury.
Only projects submitted to the 2023 AIA Chicago Design Excellence Awards will be eligible.

The Roberta Feldman Architecture for Social Justice Award 2023

The Roberta Feldman Architecture for Social Justice Award was established in 2020 by the AIA Chicago Foundation to honor
excellence in built projects and design programs guided by the conviction that access to high quality architecture is not a
privilege, it is a human right.

Before you begin:

Read the RULES & ELIGIBILITY page on the left-hand sidebar before beginning your submission.
Each step of the entry process contains instructions. Please read directions carefully and contact Ashley Spell at
aspell@aiachicago.org should you have questions.
Once you register and begin a submission, you will be able to access and save during the open submission period or until
you hit the final submit button.
Revisions will not be possible after the final upload is complete.

Submission Deadline: Friday, June 2, at 6:00pm Central

Project Name

Firm Name

Provide the name of the firm submitting this entry.

Please note: Firm information is not revealed to the jury until the awards are made public.

Primary Submission Contact

Provide the first and last name of the individual who should receive all communications regarding this submission.

Primary Contact Email Address

Provide the email address for the individual above.

Primary Contact Phone

Provide the phone number for the individual above.

Please use this format:
(###) ###-####
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Firm Information

Please provide the following information about the size and demographics of your firm.

Primary Contact Address Line 1

Provide the business mailing address for the contact above.

Primary Contact Address Line 2 (optional)

Suite or Unit Number

Primary Contact Address Line 3

City, State, Zip Code

Client / Owner Name

Client Confidentiality

YES: The client/owner information may be used in accordance with AIA Chicago policy.

NO: The client/owner information is CONFIDENTIAL - NOT FOR PUBLICATION.

Submitting Firm Size

1-10 People

11-30 People

31-60 People

61-100 People

101 - 250 People

250 - 500 People

500+ People

How many people work at your firm? If your firm has multiple offices, include the total headcount.

If you are submitting for the Roberta Feldman Architecture for Social Justice Award, include the number of people that were the core
group responsible for this project.

This information is confidential and will only be used for statistical purposes and not shared with the jury.

Firm Demographics
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Please provide the gender demographics for your firm. (optional)

This information is confidential and will only be used for statistical purposes and will not be shared with the jury.

If available, please provide percentages of the racial and ethnic identies among your firm staff. (optional)

Identifiers can include:
• Native American
• Asian
• Black or African American
• Latinx
• Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander
• White
• Other

This information is confidential and will only be used for statistical purposes and will not be shared with the jury.

Does your firm have written policies in place to advance equity, diversity, and inclusion in the firm, especially among its upper
ranks?

Yes

No

This information is confidential and will only be used for statistical purposes and will not be shared with the jury.

Unpaid Labor Declaration

I declare, acknowledge, and affirm that I do not utilize, employ, or otherwise engage labor that is unpaid, including working
students. I acknowledge this wording shall cover all persons working under my employ or that of the firm I am submitting on
behalf of, regardless of position or title. I also recognize that exemptions recognized by federal law (such as legally defined
internships or educational cooperative programs) or by the AIA Rules of the Board are exempt from this Policy. I understand
that the Project my firm was involved in is being submitted for this award and I have no objections to this submittal.

Exemptions from the Fair Labor Practice include:
1) Accredited College or University Studio Work completed by Students for a Grade is exempt from the Fair Labor Practice

2) Where the construct was for a Not-For-Profit Client and all design or design-build work was volunteer and knowingly did not expect or
accept renumeration of any kind. This does NOT include Firm Pro Bono firm work for a client where the staff was still compensated.

If you cannot answer check the box for the Unpaid Labor Declaration policy, you are not eligible to submit for this award. Please contact
membervoices@aiachicago.org should you have any questions concerning this policy.

Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct

The AIA Stands for universal respect for human dignity and the unbiased treatment of all persons in employments, civic, and
business transactions regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical abilities, or religious practices.
By checking this box, I affirm that I uphold this value in all my business practices.

If you cannot answer check the box for the Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct, you are not eligible to submit for this award. Please
contact membervoices@aiachicago.org should you have any questions concerning this policy.

2030 Commitment

Is the submitting firm an active signatory to the AIA 2030 Commitment?

Yes

No
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Project Details

Has your firm reported to DDX?

Yes

No

Note: Reporting to DDx is required.

Project Total Square Footage

Construction Cost (optional)

Please provide the cost of construction per square foot.

Project Completion Date

Project Overview 100 words

Describe the project in 100 words or less. This will be used for marketing purposes.

Do not include any mention of firms, individuals, contractors, or consultants who contributed to or designed the project.

Challenges and Resolution to Achieve Client/Design Goals 250 words

Please provide an explanation of how the project team addressed the challenges posed by the client and how those were resolved.

Do not include your firm name as this will be reviewed by the jury.

Explain Unique Design Features and Originality of the Design 250 words

Entrants are encouraged to showcase how the relevant Framework for Design Excellence categories selected were realized with their
written descriptions.

Do not include your firm name as this will be reviewed by the jury.
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Additional Awards: People's Choice and Decarbonization

Please indicate if you would like this project considerered for the Decarbonization Award and/or People's Choice Award. Both
are optional.

Attachments + Images

Uploading and Captioning Images
To upload an image, click "ADD IMAGES".
When a photo is uploaded, a box will appear where you place captions and credits. DO NOT add captions onto the
photos.
If you do not use these conventions, we will be unable to process your submission.

Rules for Images
DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR FIRM NAME ON ANY SLIDE.

Framework for Design Excellence (optional)

Design for Integration

Design for Equitable Communities

Design for Ecosystems

Design for Water

Design for Economy

Design for Energy

Design for Well-Being

Design for Resources

Design for Change

Design for Discovery

Check 1-3 boxes that best typify the project. View the Framework for Design Excellence HERE.

Enter this project for consideration in the People's Choice Awards.

YES

NO

Enter this project for consideration for the Decarbonization Award.

YES

NO

https://www.aia.org/resources/6077668-framework-for-design-excellence
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Each image MUST be named with the proper naming convention: ProjectName_ImageNumber // Example:
MountainCabin_01, MountainCabin_02, MountainCabin_10

Maximum 15, minimum 8 project images, arranged in the order you wish them to be viewed.

All images must be uploaded as high-resolution .jpg, .jpeg, or .png, with a maximum file size 20mb. Images must be 300 DPI
or higher.

Preservation/Restoration projects (if applicable) may add an additional two slides (not to exceed 12 slides) to provide the
jury with sufficient information to differentiate between the original architects' work and the newly altered, preserved, or
restored work.

Image Requirements and Order
Image 1: Promotional Image, to be used by AIA Chicago for Marketing purposes

Image 2: Site plan and floor plan as appropriate to the project, including North arrow and graphic scale, are required

Image 3 - 15: As required below:

One photograph showing each exposed side of the building or environment must be included.

Images/Drawings to show context, special considerations and innovative design.

No collaged slides are allowed. Only ONE image or drawing per slide.

Images include drawings or photos*.

Captions must include photography credit and cardinal direction of exposed side.

Images may be edited to improve contrast ratio, color balance, and composition through cropping. Images may not be
edited to add, remove, or alter any aspect or element of the project including its context. Images should represent the
project as it exists in the built environment. Artistic composition must not confuse the jury as to the nature of the project.

All images MUST be captioned with:

View (cardinal direction view or floorplan); write N/A if you are submitting a detail

Photographer Name

Photographer Business Name (if applicable)

Note: Jurors will review submissions on a digital platform; therefore, legibility and pixel size should be considered.

*A "Drawing" is graphic lines deployed by the Architect on one "Sheet" (or image). If that drawing converts to a JPEG through a
single process and yields a clean and legible image for the jury, that is the intent of this requirement. If the Drawing "Sheet"
contains more than one drawing: plan and section, two plans, axonometric plans, etc. AND legibly conveys to jurors site
context, orientation, scale, and layout of the project while maintaining visual clarity - that is the intent. The complexity of a
project may require more than one "Sheet" to legibly convey intent to Jury.

We suggest if drawing is legible in an 8.5" x 11" printout of the JPEG, then the drawing will be comprehensible to the jury. Some
projects need more photos, some need more drawings - but all jurors require context, orientation, and scale.



Image Title
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Team Contributors

It is policy of the American Institute of Architects to promote and recognize high levels of collaboration between ALL members
of the design team. (It is the policy of the AIA to list only firm names, not individuals.)

The submitting architect/firm must accurately and completely list all other parties including, but not lmited to, Engineers,
Interior Designers, Landscape Architects, Planners, Programmers, Contractors, and any other Architecture Firms
(AOR, Design Architect, etc.), as well as the Developer and Client/Owner, which may be an individual. Please list at least
2 team contributors.

PLEASE NOTE: Should this project be selected, all information that has been provided will be published and printed
on our website and in other publications, including Chicago Architect Magazine. Changes and additions to names,
firms, associates, etc. after the official announcement on any digital and print media are not guaranteed.

Image Description 50 words

At which direction is the camera pointing?

Photography Credit

Include the photographer name and company name if applicable.

Copyright Notice

I have ownership rights to the photo.

I do NOT have ownership rights to the photo, but take full legal responsibility for notifying the photographer of use.

Project Contributor (optional)



Design Architect

Architect of Record

Contributing Architect

Structural Engineer

MEP Engineer

Engineer (Other, Please Specify)

Interior Designer

Landscape Architect

Planner

General Contractor

...

By checking this box, I certify as the entrant that I have notified and obtained permission necessary to include all named
contributors of this project.



9 of 10

Product Manufacturing

If you are submitting into the Architecture or Interior Architecture categories, we require that you provide a minimum of TWO
manufactured products and manufacturer information relevant to your submitted project.

A manufactured product can qualify as building products or finished materials you feel are relevant to the project's success,
including

Windows
Specialty Glass
Specialty Metalwork
Custom Furnishings
Cabinetry
Lighting
and more...

Product #1

Product #1 Manufacturer

Product #1 Manufacturer Contact Name

Product #1 Manufacturer Contact Email

Product #1 Manufacturer Contact Phone Number

Product #2

Product #2 Manufacturer

Product #2 Manufacturer Contact Name

Product #2 Manufacturer Contact Email
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Product #2 Manufacturer Contact Phone

Product #3 (optional)

Product #3 Manufacturer (optional)

Product #3 Manufacturer Contact Name (optional)

Product #3 Manufacturer Contact Email (optional)

Product #3 Manufacturer Contact Phone (optional)


