
 
 
 

THE CHICAGO AWARD IN ARCHITECTURE 
AIA Chicago Foundation Student Design Competition 

 
The Chicago Award in Architecture is a juried competition of student projects completed during 
the 2021-2022 school year.  Recognition is given, at the jury’s discretion, for first, second, and 
third place and for honorable mentions. The student awarded first place will receive a cash prize, 
known as the Benn-Johnck Award, in the amount of $500, second prize will receive $300 and 
third prize will receive $200.  If group a project is submitted, the cash prize will be distributed 
evenly among the students. 
 
PURPOSE 
To recognize and promote the pursuit of design excellence in architecture 
 
ELIGIBILITY 

• Fourth (4th) and fifth (5th) year architecture students at accredited schools 
• Students in a master’s degree program who have a Bachelor of Architecture degree 
• Students in the final year of a master’s program who do not have a Bachelor of 

Architecture degree 
• Solo and group projects may enter 

 
DEADLINE  

• June 6, 2022 
 
ENTRIES 
AIA Chicago encourages project submissions of all types: commercial, residential, hospitality, 
institutional, or health care projects. Each project should have both an architectural and an 
interior orientation, addressing three-dimensional space, conveying a complete, well-thought-out, 
design concept that meets programmatic and functional requirements. The submittal must 
explain the design process from the conceptual stage through design development. 
 
JUDGING 
• All entries are to be pre-juried at each participating school  
• Each school may submit up to five (5) projects 
• A jury composed of AIA Chicago Foundation board of directors will judge the submissions 
 
 
AWARDS 
• Students and faculty will be notified in early July. 



• Presentation of awards will take place at the AIA Chicago annual meeting and holiday party 
in early December. 

• The names of the winners and their schools may be published in Chicago Architecture, the 
magazine of AIA Chicago, and on the AIA Chicago Web site and Facebook page. 

• Schools are encouraged to publicize award winning projects, after students are notified. 
 
SUBMISSION CRITERIA 
Each submission should include: 
A Design Statement 

o problem statement: description of the project’s requirements and 
limitations not to exceed 750 words 

o design concept: a written description of the design solution not to exceed 
750 words 

 Project Images 
o a project portfolio of drawings, photographs, renderings, and digital 

models not to exceed ten (10) 11x17 (in dimension) pages. 
 
 

SUBMISSION PROCESS 
Follow the link below to complete the student project submission form - Deadline: 
June 6, 2022. 
Chicago Award in Architecture STUDENT SUBMISSION FORM 
 

o Each project submission must be a single file combining all the separate 
pages of statement, descriptions, and project portfolio into ONE single 
PDF document. The overall PDF project submission file size cannot 
exceed 20MB. 

o Submissions are strictly anonymous; student or school names should 
NOT appear on images. 

 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
Allison Garwood Freedland 
Director of Outreach 
AIA Chicago 
35 East Wacker Drive   Suite 250 
Chicago, IL  60601-2116 
312.376.2725; afreedland@aiachicago.org 
 

Deadline: June 6, 2022 

https://forms.gle/auFeQtZzHhNkPS2T9
mailto:afreedland@aiachicago.org

